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High schools exploreHigh schools exploreHigh schools exploreHigh schools exploreHigh schools explore
rigorous graduationrigorous graduationrigorous graduationrigorous graduationrigorous graduation

requirementsrequirementsrequirementsrequirementsrequirements
Tiffany Wang • tiffany_whirlpool@yahoo.com

In an effort to increase rigor among students, a
number of high schools nationwide will begin en-
forcing more challenging coursework and gradua-
tion requirements.  Oregon’s Beaverton School Dis-
trict is among those that wish to pursue more ad-
vanced standards for its students.

BSD hopes to improve standards through the
High School Enhancement Diploma Project.  Ac-
cording to a BSD 48 Report, this seeks to “differen-
tiate diplomas to recognize students who pursue a
more rigorous course of study.”

This includes the possibility of introducing three
diploma types with varying requirements for gradu-
ation:  a basic diploma, which will require 24 cred-
its and meeting all CIM standards; a standard di-
ploma, which will require 27 credits and meeting
all CIM standards and particular Oregon University
System (OUS) admission requirements; and an hon-
ors diploma, which requires achieving the status of
AP Scholar Candidate, IB Diploma Candidate, or
PASS Scholar, in addition to meeting all the re-

Continued on page 4
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Mission Statement:Mission Statement:Mission Statement:Mission Statement:Mission Statement:
The mission of The Whirlpool is to provide a source

of information for Beaverton’s youth in conjunction
with a forum for teens to express issues and concerns
important and applicable in the local and international
community.

EditEditEditEditEditorialsorialsorialsorialsorials

Soliciting lettersSoliciting lettersSoliciting lettersSoliciting lettersSoliciting letters
to the editor:to the editor:to the editor:to the editor:to the editor:

Get your voice heard! Send your comments, questions,
and concerns to katlyn_whirlpool@yahoo.com  and have
them published in The Whirlpool for the whole world to
see. This publication is all about you (yeah, you!) so send
your rantings and ravings, your thoughts and concerns,
even your questions and desires to us, we’d be glad to
throw them out there for everyone to read.
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The ApatheticThe ApatheticThe ApatheticThe ApatheticThe Apathetic
Generation and whyGeneration and whyGeneration and whyGeneration and whyGeneration and why

funding schools won’tfunding schools won’tfunding schools won’tfunding schools won’tfunding schools won’t
solve the problemsolve the problemsolve the problemsolve the problemsolve the problem

Katlyn Carter • katlyn_whirlpool@yahoo.com

Every generation leaves its mark, and ours is no differ-
ent. Our grandparents are members of what is commonly
referred to as the greatest generation, our parents, the
baby boomers, and us, we’re a part of the apathetic gen-
eration. Everyday I am struck by the apathy of my peers,
the lack of connection to the reality of current events, the
absence of responsibility toward anyone other than them-
selves.

Every night I listen to the news saying that what
schools need is more funding, more attention from the
voters and the government, and every night I shake my
head and come to the conclusion that they’ve got it all
wrong.

Money is not going to cure our generation of the lack
of passion and the deterioration of work ethic that will be
the downfall of the American age of global supremacy.
In fact, money may very well be the root of the problems
the school system is facing. I don’t mean to say that
funding the schools is not important, of course it is- but
throwing money at the school system is not going to
reform it and it is not going to rekindle the values of past
generations among today’s youth. What is needed is ac-
tual reform of the school system in America and a resto-
ration of traditional American values.

The purpose makes sense, but the way it’s being ap-
proached is nothing short of unfair.

The curriculum in public schools has been dumbed
down to the point where students don’t have to try, it’s
too tempting to simply coast through school. The reason
behind the lack of challenging work is that people need
to be pumped through the system conveniently and effi-
ciently. For example, it is not convenient for an English
teacher to grade 160 essays, which is the number of stu-
dents some of the teachers in my school are accountable
for. It is not efficient to let half a class fail because they
really can’t write. Therefore, in the name of convenience
and efficiency the ability to effectively communicate
thoughts on paper is sacrificed.

A substantial number of my classmates brag that they
have not read a book in school since sixth grade, spark
notes have been enough to get them through- and these
are not low level kids, these are AP Scholars.

Why has reading a book become something that is no
longer worth people’s time? Why has school become
something to “get through?” In my opinion the problem
of my generation doesn’t come from the school system
alone and cannot be fixed by the school system alone.

I would venture to bet that the lack of interest, the lack
of a sense of urgency about the future, and the disasso-
ciation with world events are born of a sense of security.

I’m a product of the upper middle class, as are a ma-
Continued on page 3
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The United States of America did it to the Japanese
during the Second World War; we curtailed their civil
rights and put them in internment camps, in order to
protect the United States.  Currently, we are applying the
same methods in dealing with terrorists.  Well, not yet,
but according to Cornell News on December 17th, 2004,
44 percent of Americans polled wanted to limit some
civil rights for Muslim Americans.  According to the
article, “Sixty-five percent of self-described highly reli-
gious people queried said they view Islam as encourag-
ing violence more than other religions do; in comparison,
42 percent of the respondents who said they were not
highly religious saw Islam as encouraging violence.”
These results just prove how uninformed the United
States citizens are about Islam.

The Truth about Islam:  Islam has been known to be
one of the most peaceful religions in the world.  The
religion itself has never advocated violence in the form
of what has occurred recently, such as the September 11th

attacks, and the atrocious acts going on this very day.
Some may wonder why Muslims take part in terrorist
acts and suicide bombings.  These acts are not Islamic in
any form.  In the holy book, the Quran, nothing of this
sort exists.  Islam asks it followers to respect other reli-

Muslims Shouldn’t Have Rights,Muslims Shouldn’t Have Rights,Muslims Shouldn’t Have Rights,Muslims Shouldn’t Have Rights,Muslims Shouldn’t Have Rights,
They are TerroristsThey are TerroristsThey are TerroristsThey are TerroristsThey are Terrorists

Halah Ilias • halah_whirlpool@yahoo.com

gions and be kind to others, while following the basic
beliefs.  In fact, Islam does not advocate suicide in any
manner whatsoever; it states quite clearly that if one
commits suicide they will go to Hell.  The terrorists that
took part in these terrorist acts were fanatics.  Just as in
Christianity, Judaism, or any other religion, there will
always be extremists that distort the religion.

If you do not comprehend what is wrong with limiting
rights to any American citizen, take a step back and pre-
tend you are in the shoes of one of the Japanese Ameri-
cans.  These Japanese Americans were taken from their
homes and sent to internment camps.  They lost track of
their families, friends, and lives; all while they were be-
ing mistreated.  Lives were miserable for them and only
until 1988, during Reagan’s administration, were the
Japanese granted reparations for what occurred.

The United States of America has granted each indi-
vidual equality and freedom from discrimination.  If
Muslims lose their rights such as freedom of privacy and
speech, the United States is failing with its responsibili-
ties and obligations to all of the people, including Mus-
lim citizens.  However, the more relevant question is;
how would you feel if your rights were taken away, be-
cause of the ignorance of the people around you?

jority of my friends and there are very few of us that
weren’t given cars when we turned sixteen- some nicer
than others, but cars none the less. Most of my friends
are given everything they could ever wish for, from
clothes to vacations; work is generally a foreign concept.
I think a general symptom of the apathetic generation is a
lack of any necessity to work. When everything is
handed to you, you tend not to understand how hard it is
to earn money and maintain a comfortable lifestyle.

In the end, yes, school needs to be harder, the curricu-
lum cannot always cater to the lowest common denomi-
nator. Students need to write essays in school and be
rigorously graded based on their writing ability. Spark
notes should not be enough to get kids through school
with a respectable GPA. Granted, funding would be of

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

use in accomplishing a reformation of the school system,
but money alone cannot possibly solve the problem. Our
generation has lost all sense of what it means to passion-
ately work at something and having more teachers in
schools is not going to fix that. The solution to the apa-
thetic generation goes beyond funding to the very core of
what is being taught in schools, what the core values of
our society have become; instant gratification and suc-
cess at all costs.

It used to be that hard work was valued in America;
the American Dream was generally a story of rags to
riches, but it’s not anymore. These days, it seems to me,
the American Dream is not so noble. Whereas hard work

The Apathetic Generation (continued from page 2)The Apathetic Generation (continued from page 2)The Apathetic Generation (continued from page 2)The Apathetic Generation (continued from page 2)The Apathetic Generation (continued from page 2)

Continued on page 4
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The Appeal of StarbucksThe Appeal of StarbucksThe Appeal of StarbucksThe Appeal of StarbucksThe Appeal of Starbucks
Lisa Qi  • lisa_whirlpool@yahoo.com

McDonald’s, Starbucks, Britney Spears – these bastions
of American popular culture are loathed and loved in equal
measure, but the underlying truth is that they are popular.
There must be a reason why all the four Starbucks shops in
our neighborhood exist within a five mile radius of each
other and still boom with business. Since its establishment,
Starbucks has morphed from a successful business venture
into a peculiarity of American culture, stealthily claiming its
time within our daily lives.

It is impossible to ignore the significant role Starbucks
is assuming in the lives of Beaverton youth. The smartly
packaged treats and the refreshing drinks are served in a
trendy, relaxed environment that draws an influx of high
school patrons, especially on weekend nights. While
some teenagers are allured by their favorite Mochas or
Frappachinos, others seem less enthralled with paying
more than three dollars for a blend of coffee. Starbucks’
ability to draw both caffeine-addicts and less fervent
drinkers to its stores illustrates an important facet of its

appeal. The stores blur the line between coffee shop and
local rendezvous. It’s the Friday night stop after a big
game, the place for a Monday afternoon study group, or
simply an easy place to head when there’s nowhere else
to go. Southridge senior Allison Dittrich is a frequent
Starbucks patron who explains that the appeal of the
shop to her does not lie in its drinks, “Coffee? I just go to
Starbucks to meet hot boys!” A look at the Beaverton-
Hillsdale Highway Starbucks on a Saturday night (com-
monly referred to as the “24 hour Starbucks”) reveals the
immense degree of success Starbucks has achieved in
creating an inviting atmosphere that draws a diverse
crowd of teenagers who gather everywhere to chat in the
company of their friends.

Whether you consider yourself a “tall, grande, and
venti” aficionado or an adversary of capitalistic expan-
sionism, there is no denying the cultural significance of
Starbucks in today’s teen culture as well as our American
culture.

used to be valued in this country, shortcutting is now a
notable method of success. It is the danger in all empires;
the affluent become lackadaisical and the ensuing gen-
erations have no need to strive for better because they
already have the best. The American Dream can’t be-
come one of maintaining the status quo, it cannot be
deprived of a glorified conception of work and passion.
If the apathetic generation is to maintain the American
tradition of excellence, it needs to be challenged and
thrown into the realities of the broader global situation,
no matter what the cost to convenience and efficiency
may be.

The Apathetic GenerationThe Apathetic GenerationThe Apathetic GenerationThe Apathetic GenerationThe Apathetic Generation
(continued from page 3)(continued from page 3)(continued from page 3)(continued from page 3)(continued from page 3)

quirements of a standard diploma.
The proposed standard diploma is equivalent to BSD’s

current graduation diploma.
According to the BSD, “The purpose of the new diplo-

mas would be four-fold:  expect students to pursue the
highest academic levels; recognize students for reaching
their highest academic levels; require all students to meet
rigorous academic standards; and require schools to pro-
vide personalized graduation planning to students.”

Currently, 13 states in the U.S. plan to improve their
high school graduation requirements.

Graduation RequirementsGraduation RequirementsGraduation RequirementsGraduation RequirementsGraduation Requirements
(continued from page 1)(continued from page 1)(continued from page 1)(continued from page 1)(continued from page 1)

Interested in learning more about M.Y.A.B?
Visit www.beavertonoregon.gov
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“Hotel Rwanda” depicts cold“Hotel Rwanda” depicts cold“Hotel Rwanda” depicts cold“Hotel Rwanda” depicts cold“Hotel Rwanda” depicts cold
reality of world response to genocidereality of world response to genocidereality of world response to genocidereality of world response to genocidereality of world response to genocide

Priya Bhardwaj • priya_whirlpool@yahoo.com

Recently released on DVD, “Ho-
tel Rwanda (2004)” is a captivating
film that depicts in horrifying de-
tail the genocide of 1994 in
Rwanda and the lack of foreign aid
and attention devoted to help put-
ting it to an end.  The film follows
the story of hotel manager Paul
Rusesabagina (Don Cheadle) and
his courage in risking his own life
to hide over 1,000 targets of the
mass murder in his hotel.

While it is difficult to do justice
to the magnitude of genocide in a
film, director Terry George
(“Hart’s War”) portrays events in
such detail that it is often difficult
to process the fact that the atroci-
ties depicted actually happened in
recent history. Throughout the
film, the minority Tutsis of
Rwanda (defined as tall, slender,
lighter complexion, and generally
more “European looking”) are sought and brutally killed
by machete and beatings at the hands of the Hutus (de-
fined as shorter and stockier with darker complexion).

The two groups had long been in conflict with each
other since Belgium’s colonization of Rwanda in 1916
and their favoring of the “European looking” Tutsis,
whom they gave most government positions to, causing
resentment from Hutus. However after WWII, the Tutsis
led a fight for independence from Belgium, resulting in
Belguim changing support of the Tutsis to the Hutus.
Clashes persisted between the two groups until an inter-
nationally mediated peace treaty was signed, giving some
political and military power to the Tutsis. However, Hutu
extremists rejected the treaty and began planning the
elimination of Tutsis-- where the film begins.

The hotel, where Rusesabagina, a Hutu married to a
Tutsi, accepts frightened Tutsis who fled from their
homes, is also occupied by visiting guests from foreign
countries and is protected by U.N. peacekeepers (dis-

patched to Rwanda when the peace
treaty was signed). However, as
violence escalates and thousands of
Tutsis have been murdered, foreign
intervention is expected. Yet what
ends up happening in a poignant
scene is the majority of U.N.
peacekeepers being pulled out of
the country, escorting the foreign
guests out as well, while the whole
world turns a blind eye on the suf-
fering Rwandans, despite their
pleas for help.

It is seemingly fictional, since
the viewer can’t help but wonder
“wait, why are the U.N. peacekeep-
ers leaving?” But the reality of it
all is very disconcerting. History
reveals that time and time again the
world ignores mass murders and is
reluctant to even recognize it if
their own country is not affected.
Such was the case during Turkey’s

genocide of Armenians, the Holocaust, and Bosnian
Serbs’ killings of Muslims— just to name a few in-
stances of foreign apathy.

Thus, while graphic, “Hotel Rwanda” is an immensely
important film as it brings to light the minimally publi-
cized genocide that the world turned its back on. At least
800,000 Tutsi and Tutsi sympathizers were savagely
killed from just April to July of 1994 in what many dub
one of the worst and most concentrated genocides in hu-
man history.

This film is especially significant in recent times as the
genocide in Darfur, Sudan continues today while the rest
of the world watches in relative silence, as it had done in
1994 and earlier. Featuring moving performances by
Cheadle and Sophie Okonedo, who plays the wife of
Rusesabagina, “Hotel Rwanda” is one of those films that
everyone must see at least once in their lifetime. It will
truly change the way you view the world and the respon-
sibility of the U.N. and major powers.

(image courtesy of
http://images.amazon.com)
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Dedicated to two people who have repeatedly dis-
suaded me from studying, and convinced me that instant
messaging and staring into space are much better uses of
my time

Warning: If you are interested in true, deeper learning,
if you color-code your planner, plan out projects, and
mark important information with those little post-it note
thingies, PUT THIS DOWN AND STEP AWAY RIGHT
NOW.

I would like to be that kind of motivated student, but
too often, I fall into the larger majority:

Lazy bum:
Noun
/LA-zee buhm/
1. The secret identity of most “overachievers”
2. Characterized by any or all of the following:
a. Remembering that huge test at 3:00 am
b. Sleeping in class
c. Wasting study time being fascinated by the ergo-

nomic design of a pencil
See related: vegging, good-for-nothing, goofing off
To the rest of you lazy bums out there: You are about

to be taken on a journey that will amaze and astound, and
that will answer questions such as:

• How is it that the idiot in the back row who seems to
be unconscious most of the time has an “A” in the class?

• Is studying really necessary?
• Do toilets in the Southern Hemisphere really flush

the other way?
Newton’s 1st Law of Slacking: Everything they (teach-

ers, parents, other trustworthy authority figures) ever
told you about school is designed to get you to do more
work than you have to.

Newton’s 2nd Law of Slacking: Anything designed to
get you to do more work than you have to violates the
law of Conservation of Energy, namely, that you should
conserve energy from studying to give you more energy
to play video games.

Newton’s 3rd Law of Slacking: Studying any earlier
than the morning of/the night before/the bus ride there
will result in snippets of information evaporating through

the scalp.
On studying:
By logical reasoning, one can extrapolate the follow-

ing:
THE MOST IMPORTANT THING ABOUT STUDY-

ING = DO SO MINIMALLY OR NOT
AT ALL, AND NEVER
BEFORE YOU HAVE TO
This makes school far more interesting—the element

of risk is added.
What I mean is, study smart. People can study for a

long time and still totally miss the main gist of things.
Just make sure you are really, really focused and under-
stand each concept before moving on to the next. Study-
ing and watching TV for eight hours is not as effective as
studying for one hour in a focused setting. While “focus”
often carries a negative connotation, it actually allows
more time for slacking off.

Despite what they tell you, cramming does work pretty
well for the short-term. Long-term studying should be
taken in chunks at a time.

On doing homework:
Homework is erroneously named because it really is

not necessary to do it at home, if you choose to do it at
all. It is perfectly fine to do it during other classes and on
the way to and from school, or while “getting it from
your locker”.

Identify classes where the teacher does not check
homework very well, and don’t put in as much effort on
stupid assignments (busy work).

On “required” reading:
1. Sparknotes.com should be your best friend
2. There are some themes that can be pretty much

related to any piece of writing, such as: individual
struggle to find an identity in society, progress, human
nature, etc.

On multiple choice tests:
If all else fails, bubble the bubbles in a well-done por-

trait of your teacher. Hopefully they will be impressed.
But seriously, the most important thing is to just read the

A Brief Introduction to theA Brief Introduction to theA Brief Introduction to theA Brief Introduction to theA Brief Introduction to the
Slacker’s Way of LifeSlacker’s Way of LifeSlacker’s Way of LifeSlacker’s Way of LifeSlacker’s Way of Life

Mi Zheng • mi_whirlpool@yahoo.com

Continued on page 7
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101 Things to do in Beaverton:101 Things to do in Beaverton:101 Things to do in Beaverton:101 Things to do in Beaverton:101 Things to do in Beaverton:
#18 Sushi Land#18 Sushi Land#18 Sushi Land#18 Sushi Land#18 Sushi Land

Eliza Ramos • eliza_whirlpool@yahoo.com

The “101 Things to do in Beaverton” booklet is full of
locations and activities for everyone. This month we’re
highlighting one of the best opportunities to make your
taste buds tingle...Marinepolis Sushi Land. For the sushi
lovers out there, you probably already know about this
place, and visit it as much as possible. For the brave
souls ready to pick up those chopsticks and try some new
cuisine, this is definitely the place to experience sushi for
the first time. The incredible food is the first draw. They
have everything from your simple California rolls, to
your Flying fish eggs. If you’re looking for variety, this is
the place to go. The friendly atmosphere is another plus.

As plates of sushi pass in front of you on a conveyor belt,
the cheerful music, colorful decorations, quick service,
and entertainment of watching chefs make sushi right
before your eyes, create an overall enjoyable experience.
The best part? You don’t need to have your pockets full
to enjoy the best sushi around. Plates of sushi range from
$1.00 to $3.00, meaning a stack of empty plates and a
full stomach doesn’t need to be expensive. If you’re
looking for a great place to dine, Marinepolis Sushi Land
is an excellent choice. It is located at 4021 SW 117th
Avenue in Beaverton. For more information and hours
call (503) 520-0257.
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10 things10 things10 things10 things10 things
we’re tired of hearing ofwe’re tired of hearing ofwe’re tired of hearing ofwe’re tired of hearing ofwe’re tired of hearing of

hearing abouthearing abouthearing abouthearing abouthearing about
1. Michael Jackson
2. Britney Spears
3. Reality T.V.

4. The O.C.
5. Stars in general

6. The Royal Family’s scandals
7. Steroids in baseball

8. Weight Loss
9. Stars in rehab

10. CIM

10 Things10 Things10 Things10 Things10 Things
we want to hear morewe want to hear morewe want to hear morewe want to hear morewe want to hear more

aboutaboutaboutaboutabout
1. Other Countries

2. Details about Iraq
3. Economy
4. Tsunami
5. Sudan

6. Osama Bin Laden
7. Education

8. Obesity Epidemic
9. Wal Mart

10. Gas Prices

question and the answer choices carefully. Most mistakes
made are stupid ones.

During class:
Take a nap if you are exhausted. A short 5-10 minute

nap can be extremely energizing. Do so in loud classes
where the teacher cares more about shutting up the loud

people than waking up the quiet ones.
Listen if the teacher teaches well, but, if you can get

the same learning experience by studying the book, feel
free to do work for other classes or slack off.

Happy slacking!
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Katlyn Carter • katlyn_whirlpool@yahoo.com

No, this column is not about how to smile in front of a
camera, if I knew the secret to that I’d probably have
been much happier with my yearbook pictures over the
last six years. The kind of smiles I am looking to encour-
age are the ones of a more genuine nature.

Sometimes it can be hard to smile; when you come
home to a pile of homework a mile high the last thing
you feel like doing is smiling. Let me tell you something
though. If you go for more that an hour or so without
smiling it has the potential to put you in a bad mood for
the remainder of the day. I know I don’t particularly like
being in a bad mood and therefore I’m assuming most of
you don’t either.

If the city of Beaverton made an effort to smile more
often perhaps we wouldn’t take things so seriously.

Now, there’s nothing wrong with taking life seriously,
but you can’t do it all the time. There are occasions
where it’s better to simply smile and shake your head.

If that sounds, in your opinion, like a childish and
ridiculous approach to the world then I think maybe you
just don’t smile enough. However, although I think my
diagnosis of those of you who are cynical to my view is
probably fairly accurate, I do have another reason for all
you doubters to flash those pearly whites.

If not for the sake of your own sanity, step back and
smile for someone else’s benefit. Your smile could do
someone a lot of good, without you even knowing it.

It’s like that one quote says: “Don’t frown because you
never know who’s falling in love with your smile.”

I fully acknowledge its lack of originality but it does
make a pretty good point. Not only are smiles conta-
gious, they are our best qualities. Smiling makes every-
one look good, it’s one of the expressions that make us
human; it’s a way to relate to others without having to
search for the right words.

“Okay Katlyn, we get it, smiling is good... but what if

I’m just not a smily person?” you ask. Well, I’d be glad
to answer, this is the How To after all. Smiling isn’t
really as tough as you might think it would be; all it takes
is a slight effort on your part to become a happier person
in general.

The first step to smiling more often is to recognize the
insignificance of your daily routine and drama. I don’t by
any stretch mean to say that our lives are worthless, but
there’s nothing wrong with  accepting that your problems
are minimal in the big scheme of things. Once you estab-
lish the mindset that your troubles are not going to stop
the world from turning it makes it a lot easier to smile in
spite of a bad grade you might have gotten earlier that
day, or a dentist appointment you have to suffer through
later that afternoon.

The second step to smiling more often is to reflect on
the positive aspects of your life. We’ve all got them,
those things that we role out of bed for in the morning.
There is always something going well in your life, even
when it seems like there’s nothing left for you to smile
about. No matter how bad your day is, it’s only going to
make it worse to frown and sulk about it; there’s always
some memory, some hope in the depths of your mind
that has the ability to cheer you up, even if it is just the
slightest bit.

The final step to smiling more often is just executing
the action itself. Now that we’ve talked about the merits
of a smile and the different ways to coax one from  your-
self when it’s not exactly the easiest of tasks, I hope
you’ll all consider smiling more often. I have full confi-
dence that it will make your entire environment a more
desirable one to be in.

Of course there are some instances where it’s perfectly
all right to be sad or angry or just plain annoyed, but on
the whole smiling is simply a better way to exert your
energy.
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